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NUMBER I. 





To be continued on Tuxespays and SATURDAYS. 
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SATURDAY, November 3, 1753. 





Parce, Precor, Precor, 
Non fum Qualis eram bone. 
Sub regno Cynara. Horat. 







ie Gamay A VIN G for fome time determined to offer to 
fo SYN the public a periodical paper of amufement, 
Ne ye ice and for that purpofe, having prepared a fuffi- 

% VE ‘iwele cient number of fubjects, fo as not to be 

=, prefs’d by time, and obliged to give our en- 
: Q deavours more imperfect to the reader than 
© COS B they otherwife might happen to be with- 
out this precaution, we were a long while at a lofs what name to 
prefix to this our intended Production ; we perceived that the ma 
ny different appellations by which thofe periodical papers, written 
fince the SPECTATOR, had been diftinguifhed, had almoft 
exhaufted the proper epithets; and yet, it appeared to us, that 
there ftill remain many fubjects hitherto untouched, or capable 
of being exhibited in a new light, and very proper for fuch an 
undertaking. 


A Ar- 


















So ee 


Sit nile olla celal te 






2 THE SPECTATOR. Nox. 

Apren, much doubt, and deliberation on ‘this head, rg 
word, See ae 

nee to. 7. wd this kind, than hades 


ATOR, we have dared to prefix it to this:Paper. , 





















, Ar the fame time, we beg leave to affure our-séaders, that we 
have not arrogated this Title to ourfelves from ahy felf-fufficient 
_prefumption that it is in our power to equal thofe: excellencies 
which are.to be found in the writings of that favourite Author. 
We pretend to no inheritance of his talents; and:the motto of 
this our firft production fufficiently manifefts with what =. 
diffidence, and idea of our, penny we begin. ror" 


We have spcigmeel our  firength ond capacity, as thé old 
‘OLYMPIAN wreftler did his withered arms and finews, ;and>teo 
plainly difcover that Time, when we.compare outfelves with ‘the 
former Author of. this name, has executed the faineumialiceion 
the mental abilities (at leaft with refpect to, ourfelvea) that it had 
‘on his bodily powers. We perceive thet the fame;ivigour-and 
force of genius is notin us, nor fo eafily-to befound on -the: face 
_of this kingdom, as in thofe days ;_then, like him, touched with 
the reflexion on phat zesth J had beftowed, and age had ravifhed 








from him, we figh and exclaim, 
RE bak <= 
od : Conscious of our Weaknets; “and. thorotig! A esha eng of the 
eet fate of mankind; ‘like’ the Grice ite inthe days of 


R, compared with Ayax ‘and the other chick of former 
times, though we know ourfelves unequal to the moving 
weight from the ground, which the Specraton lif 

fuftained with fo-muach eafe, yet we rememiber shatowe fill+ 
the: of.Men; and would pretend to give twite ta: fevd 
days what he p op" ‘daily, and-éven then wergemble I fti'the 
degeneracy may be toe confpictious. " Rebs dg 


In adépting this Title we have followed a: ‘ifpoftion asi ten- 
dency’ in human nature; which, though it may favour of fupere 
ftition, is, neverthelefs, extremely natural and prevalent amongft 

mankind : it is the fame with that which determines the merchant 
to give to his new fhip, juft launching, the name of the old one 
worn out,’ becaufe the latter was fuccefsful in her voyages; itis 
the fame with that which determines the father to give the hame 
of fome general,. ftatefman, or lawyer, which hath been*illuftri- 
ous amoneft his anceftors, to his new-born fon; or the mother, 
of fome beauty of her family, to her daughter, in hopes that the 
fame 
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fame reputation and talents’ will defcend’ ‘to dheit poltetity 5 and 
this, though the veffel- thould be thi 

the fon ‘prove 'a bloeichesd, ' or the cangnee nae Seay rm 
and: grace. ee a AGT. 


Waar ‘failor has ever refuted: to take-up ‘hinnfe the tite of 
admiral, of what minifter renounced the direction of ‘aikingdoin, 
becaufe there has: ‘been: but’ oné Drake and one BuRLerGH ? 
Men will fueceed to one another confcious ‘of inequality;‘and take 
thofe dignities' upon theriifelves,- though they aré® felon to 
their predeceffors : they know it is we condition of homan fa- 
ture to produce but few great mene: piesa 


Tue lawyers of GrearBarrain Have eibsted every: fais 
end einployed every art, to'poffefs the feals, with as much greedi- 
nefs fince, as before, the time of my lord Somers ; and the pre- 
fent ‘Chancdiler awill never deter fueceéding Candidates, bya 
confcioufhefs of inferior ‘talents’in themfelves; from’ ing that 
‘tithe and dignity, nt reer e e re  f here his 
‘deoreds cum ohly“be excelled: | ns 
ai Ser bends 4 Chak. ( a ongss D 28h YG Oe loyes hy tia to, 

The: play-wright ftill takes ey “hienelf ee thai eres 
or tragic poet, and walks in the dark without fear of being haunted 
bythe ghoft of S#aKespeia® ) did no mish adinites at his totirage, 
or taxes him: with arrogance + this then} thts ‘name, 
we'drily imitate the: gresnete parec of mankind i po plirall ‘fttations. 
ae dent miniog steno NO Mowe? byte LAV yicle 

1 However): “albxbat Yas boerithicherto Aid, ‘by ‘ho bead to Be 
Ginkdted 4 fultification for‘thiy proceeding tick ‘it pene ans 
thiit’ the weakWeliof ‘hipetRitiony “or the! arrogance 6f rs in 
Bosilar ales; tray palliate Gar‘iprefiinption in this ;' We do: not 

it to prods our vindieution in affeimnin the title ofS raat 
DAT OR +! afavlt maybe extenuated' by the’ 
silfTicia’ of ieysthough it isnot taken off 5 or, ‘we mily “me 
incorrigible and not difcul pated. PAR “ih 









However, that we may not feem to have-arrogated this denomi- 
nation to ourfelves, void of all reafon in the choice of it, permit 
tis to ufe the authority of Low@inus in our juftification, the critic 
ofthe moft refined tafte of al ‘afitiquity,. and who, probably, prov- 
ed: the ufe of that-very ¢ounfélwhich he gave, and from that, in 
great part, perhaps, fucceeded fo well, 


And is bimfelf the great fublime be draws. 
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Ir is his advice, that in writing on fubjects which have any affi- 
nity, in their nature, to thofe which Homer, Piaro, or Dsz- 
MOSTHENES have treated, we fhould image to ourfelves what 
either of thefe great men would have faid on fuch an occafion, 
and thus warm ourfelves into fome refemblance of their manner 
of writing and perfections. For this reafon, we. have prefixed 
the trm SPECTATOR at the head of our Paper, as a mo- 
nitor ever before us,.to point the right path, as the Romans 
placed the bufts of their anceftors in the veftibule of their houfes, 
to incite them to honourable deeds.and fimilar performances. 


ArTER having faid thus much, we.are inclined to hope.that, 
as thofe painters who imitate the colouring of CorreGio, T1- 
TIAN, or VANDYKE, in their portraits, are faid to paint in their 
manner, and if fpirit, tafte, defign, and expreffion, enter, in fome 
degree, into their works, receive applaufe in proportion to their 
defert; though inferior to the original mafters, that we, in like 
manner, fhall meet the fame indulgence from the public judg- 
ment. In our moft, flattering and vifionary delirium, we have 
never ranked ourfelves above the prefent decline of literature, of 
expected approbation beyond that degree ; happy fhall we be if 
we are thought to deferve even that, 


‘To merit this; we fhall endeavour to fteer clear of every pri- 
vate and perfonal {candal, and all party attachments ; yet we fhall 
beftow praife with great good-will on every individual who fhall 
remarkably deferve it; and touch on general politics, when fuch 
{ubjects opportunely offer: we ‘fhall reverence and, prefer the 
eftablifhed, religion of this land in. which we have been bred, 
and yet not affront the profeffion, or vilify the perfuafion, of thofe 
who differ from us; and, though. the love of our country will 
be for ever the moft powerful paffion in us, and its government 
deemed the beft and moft perfe& of all Europe; yet we are not _ 
fo ‘blinded by this. paffion or opinion, to difdain the taking hints 
of advantag: from what is to be found in other nations, : 


Fas eft .et ab hofte.deceri. 


As to vice -we would treat it with as little remorfe as Domi- 
TIAN did the race of flies, if it lay equally inour power, and this 
through mere mercy and compaffion to others who have yet tafted 
but little of that intoxicating cups and we fhall decently try. to 
laugh folly into ridicule ; we think it unjuft to treat that which 
fprings from the neceflary weaknefs of human nature, with the 
fame feverity that is due to that which takes its fource from a 
corrupted heart and pernicious head, and break an offender on 

the 
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the wheel for a tranfgreffion for which he fhould only be treated 
with a gentle chiding. 


As to curing the paffions, eradicating prejudice, enthufiafin, 
fuperftition, or felf-love ; the regulating all men’s faith by one 
ftandard ; the making human reafon always conclude right; the 
hindering our fenfes from being often deceived; the improving 
our imaginations into the conceiving nothing but what is regular, 
natural, fublime, or pathetic, ahy more than correcting thé’ Er- 
rors of Tafte univerfally ; we know human nature ia general, 
and otirfelves it particular, tod well’to form any pretentions of 
that kind: the patient will purfie'né regimen with feverity: fuffi- 
cient for effecting fuch changes ; and, to confefs the truth, we 
fear the phyfician has it hot in his poWer to preferibe it. 


NEVERTHELESS, we fhall endeavour to affign to each Faculty 
its proper object ; to fhew that we fee things as they are relative 
to our fenfes aiid formation, and not-as they teally and adtually 
exift in their own natures ; we: fhall attempt to humble the t6d 
exalted-ideas which we entertain of our own capacities, afd to 
diftruft very much the arrogance of human wifdorit’y ‘ia ‘thort, 
we would explain to our readers, that nature, in general, pro- 
ceeds ‘upon much better principles than thofe which -aré ‘to be 
fouhd ‘in any ‘fect of philofophers whatfoever. ) 


FarTuHER, though we are convinced that we have no Powers 
equal to the extirpating vanity from the heart (nor are we fure 
that it ought to be totally driven away) yet we Would {pread it 
over the commiunity in general ; and though, like the fat weed 
which rots on Letie’s bank, it is very offenfive in large duan+ 
tities, yet being dilated, like foil on bad-lands, it becomes ufeful 
to mankind, and renders that fruitful which’ was’ before a wild, 
and altogether fterile. We would divide that’ flood of pleafure 
which threatens'to deluge this land, as the farmer does the rivers 
which run through his eftate, into little rills, and léad them: 6ver 
the meadows, to give freth gaiety and vigour to thethirfty herbage, 
and thus convert to our happinefs what at beft would otherwife 
run to wafte, or prove pernicious by being in too great a degree : 
for fince pleafure, vanity, and folly have reigned, atid will, in {pité 
of all admonition, under fome fhape or another, let vis imitate 
the indufttious bee, and draw honey from the deadly night- 
fhade ; and let ottr readers remember, that, like that little ani- 
mal, we are armed with a fting for thofe who offend too mueh 
againft the happinefs of their {pecies, as well as loaded with {weets 
for the meritorious. 


To 
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To virtuous A@tions we would give the firft honour, and to al] 
the different arts and fciences affign the degrees of efteem which, 
according to their utility in the application, or ingenuity in the 
invention, each may deferve, and not blend, under the indifcri- 
minating name of philofophy, all that is frivolous, childith, or 
ufelefs, with that which demands genius, talents, learning, ap- 
plication, and is ufeful to mankind, 


We would, with humour, provoke the {mile and make the 
heart gay, and draw the tear of compaffion by tales of tendernefs ; 
we would direct fometimes the ftreams of charity, where they 
might {pread happinefs to the receiver, and wath off the load 
which hangs heavily upon the heart of virtue in affliction, which, 
though now languifhing in penury, has tafted the joys of better 


hours. 


Last Ly, we'fhall obferve, with a fcrutinizing eye, all the little 
irregularities of the fair-fex, (vices we would not charge them 
with,) direct their drefs, improve their beauties, inform their 
minds, encourage their virtues, and inftruct them in their pur- 
{uit of happinefs. 


Att this we with to-do; but; alas! , we tremble at the view 
of ourfelves, and qualifications requifite for the fupport of fuch 
an undertaking ; and yet, with confcious inferiority, we dare to 
begin, 


WE fhall fay nothing of what number we are compofed, or of 
what affiftance we can boaft, let the building be judged of by the 
rules of Architecture and Tafte, and no impofition be fpread from 
the name of the builder. We would not give a falfe appearance 
to,what is in itfelf, wrong, nor difgrace the name of PaLLapio 
with a blunder; , we claim no fanction from names of Authority, 
nor fly to the church, like affaffins in Iraty, to fave ourfelves 
from condign punifhment. 


Yer, after all this confcioufnefs of inferiority in ourfelves, we 
dare pronounce, that there is one thing in which we fhall not 
yield to the great SPECTATOR of former days, which is in 
defiring and endeavouring to pleafe all who fhall honour us with 
the reading; and this defire of communicating pleafure alone, has 


hitherto never failed of meeting a favourable reception from the 
Public. ; 


Denique non parvas Animo dat Gloria Vires 
Et fecunda facit pectora Laudis Amor. 





